
REUNIFICATION DAY OF

ADVERTISEMENT SUPPLEMENT

GERMANY
IN COLLABORATION WITH:

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2020







Germany RepoRt DAWN ADVeRtISeMeNt SUppLeMeNt | oCtoBeR 3, 20202



Germany RepoRtDAWN ADVeRtISeMeNt SUppLeMeNt | oCtoBeR 3, 2020 3

Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

H.E. BERNHARd 
ScHlAGHEck

T he year 2020 will stay in our memory as a very special 
year in many respects! For Germany, it is of particular 
importance because we celebrate the 30th anniversary of 
German reunification. On October 3, 1990, Germany was 

reunified after more than 40 years of separation between East and 
West. This was a very emotional moment for the German people.

Unfortunately, this anniversary was somewhat dwarfed by 
the Covid-19 pandemic due to which we are not able to celebrate 
this major event, as we would have loved to. Instead of masses 
of people celebrating together, we will have to keep physical 
distance, wear face masks and avoid large indoor gatherings. These 
precautionary measures are indeed essential to contain the virus 
and we should all take them seriously. This is what we owe to 
those who have suffered from the pandemic to ensure that their 
sacrifices were not in vain.

Indeed, many people have been hard hit by the consequences 
of the pandemic. First and foremost the loss of precious 
lives, economic challenges but also social hardships caused 
by uncertainties about the well-being of loved ones or their 
own financial survival. However, I was impressed to see the 
overwhelming sense of solidarity and the remarkably high level 
of resilience within Pakistani society: neighbours taking care of 
each other, NGOs quickly reacting to higher demands for food 
packages and of course the medical staff working relentlessly to 
save lives. They all deserve our recognition and respect for their 
selfless devotion to society!

So far, both Germany and Pakistan have succeeded in containing 
the virus relatively well. Adequate measures taken by our 
governments have helped us to prevent the worst case scenario 
from happening. In Pakistan, the expeditious set up of institutional 

corona containment such as the NCOC has contributed to the good 
management of the pandemic. In fact, the Pakistani government 
was not only confronted with the pandemic, but also had to cope 
with other health-related challenges like the fight against polio 
and tuberculosis and the efforts to support family planning. It 
is laudable to see that even in this difficult context, vaccination 
drives have been taken up again as soon as the situation allowed it. 
And the virus has by no means affected the quality of our bilateral 
relations! With a volume of 120 million euros for development 
cooperation and 6.1 million euros for humanitarian aid, Germany 
stood by the people of Pakistan in these difficult times and will 
continue to do so.

The global challenges we are currently facing let us realise that 
multilateral cooperation is more important than ever. Just like 
the German reunification would not have been possible without 
the support of our international partners, we will only be able to 
overcome the consequences of the pandemic by working together 
effectively as an international community!

The Covid-19 pandemic has by no 
means affected the quality of our 
bilateral relations. With a volume of 
120 million euros for development 
cooperation and 6.1 million euros for 
humanitarian aid, Germany stood by 
the people of Pakistan in these difficult 
times and will continue to do so.
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Consul General of the Federal Republic of Germany in Karachi

H.E. HOlGER 
ZiEGElER

T his year, the Covid-19 pandemic disrupted public 
and private life all over the world. Crises like this one 
emphasise the importance of international cooperation 
and multilateralism. Germany contributed in many 

mechanisms to fight Covid-19, and as part of our humanitarian 
assistance engagement, an extra 8.5 million euros went to the 
Pakistan Humanitarian Pooled Fund to strengthen the country's 
disease response.

The pandemic’s disruptions delayed my arrival, but it did not stop 
us. A few weeks ago, I was finally able to take up my assignment 
as German Consul General in this vibrant city of Karachi. My wife 
and I look forward to meeting new people and getting to know the 
Pakistani culture. We hope to explore this diverse country, especially 
Sindh and Balochistan, the two provinces of my consular district. 
Karachi, the financial hub of the country, will be a good starting 
point to strengthen our bilateral ties by economic and cultural 
exchange, since it also hosts the German Pakistan Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry and the Goethe Institut.

Thirty years ago, East and West Germany were formally united, 
11 months after the historic events that culminated in the fall of the 
Berlin wall. Unity was not just a question of a signed contract and 
a legal framework. In the following decades, wide-ranging socio-
economic reforms furthered German integration. Today, living 
conditions in east and west are more aligned than ever.

Besides Berlin, Germany's start-up hub, many cities and regions 
offer an excellent environment for young companies. Large 
corporations and numerous SMEs – the famous Mittelstand – make 
Germany the largest economy in Europe and #3 in the list of top 
export countries in the world. Industrial clusters and networks 
connect major players in business, education and research and 

promote innovation through mutual exchange. 
Germany has long been an important trading partner for 

Pakistan and vice versa. The textile sector, of course, plays an 
eminent role, with machinery delivered from Germany and 
products from home textiles to finished garments sent there. 
However, I see ample opportunities to intensify the cooperation 
in other sectors.

A lesson learned from the German reunification process is 
that it takes time and effort from all involved parties to improve 
relationships and livelihoods.

Let us all strive together for even closer cooperation between 
our beloved countries!

Germany has long been an 
important trading partner for 
Pakistan and vice versa. The textile 
sector, of course, plays an eminent 
role, with machinery delivered from 
Germany and products from home 
textiles to finished garments sent 
there. However, there is ample 
opportunities to intensify the 
cooperation in other sectors.
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Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan to the Federal Republic of Germany

H.E. dR MOHAMMAd 
FAiSAl

I send my heartiest congratulations and best wishes to the 
people of Federal Republic of Germany as they celebrate 
the Day of German Unity. This day has been a symbol of 
courage and hope to the world. Today, unified Germany 

is Europe’s largest economy, a technological leader and an 
enduring bastion of free-market capitalism.

The bilateral relations between our countries have 
been historically warm and cordial. Both, Pakistan and 
Germany, remain actively engaged in the areas of politics, 
economy, defence, education and culture that strengthen this 
relationship further.

Frequent exchanges of high-level visits between Pakistan 
and Germany serve to maintain a positive trajectory in 
fostering greater bilateral cooperation. The recent visits of 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, Niels Annen, in January 
2020 and Foreign Minister, Heiko Maas, in March 2019 are a 
testament to breadth and depth of our friendship. A series of 
high-level interactions and engagements are being planned 
in the near future which will provide further impetus to our 
bilateral relations.

Germany is an important trading partner of Pakistan and 
is the fifth largest destination for Pakistani exports. Many 
German industrial giants are based in Pakistan and with 
the introduction of Pakistan’s investor-friendly policies, an 
increasing number of German companies have shown keen 
interest to invest in Pakistan, especially in the energy, health, 
technology and education sectors.

Germany has also emerged as an attractive destination 

for students from Pakistan interested in higher studies. 
Currently around 5,000 Pakistani students are studying 
in various educational institutions throughout Germany. 
Since 2004, the cooperation between Higher Education 
Commission of Pakistan (HEC) and German Academic 
Exchange Service (DAAD) has translated into more 
than 300 young Pakistani academics gaining doctorates 
at German universities. These PhDs are now bringing 
their expertise to teaching and research across various 
universities in Pakistan.

Germany is the fifth largest 
destination for Pakistani exports. 
Many German industrial giants are 
based in Pakistan and with the 
introduction of investor-friendly 
policies, an increasing number of 
German companies have shown 
keen interest to invest in Pakistan, 
especially in the energy, health, 
technology and education sectors.
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THE wAY TO GERMAN UNiTY

1989
In August and September 

1989, thousands of East 
Germans camped out at the 
West German Embassy in 
Prague seeking free passage 
to the West: On September 
30,  1989 the then West 
German Foreign Minister 
Genscher informed them 
that they were allowed to 
travel to West Germany.

Embassy refugees from Prague 
reach the West German city Hof by 

special train.

Around 120.000 east German 
citizens demonstrating in Leipzig 

on October 16, 1989

People celebrating the Fall of the 
Berlin Wall.

First session of the “Volkskammer” 
after elections. 

August and September

The Monday demonstrations 
in Leipzig are part of a series 
of peaceful political protests 
against the government of the 
German Democratic Republic 
in different cities in the fall 
of 1989. Over 100.000 people 
protested for human rights 
with the slogan “We are the 
people!”

1989
September - November

Weeks of protest and the 
increasing pressure on the East 
German government led to the 
opening of the German-German 
border on November 09, 1989, 
remembered as the Fall of the 
Berlin Wall. This pivotal event in 
world history led to the fall of the 
Iron Curtain and of communist 
leaderships in other Eastern and 
Central European countries. 

1989
November 09

March 18, 1900 saw the first 
free and democratic elections 
to the East German parliament. 
The result was overwhelming 
support for a quick road to 
reunification – and an end to 
East Germany as a state.1990

March 18

© picture alliance/Kai-Uwe Wärner

© picture alliance/Kai-Uwe Wärner

© picture alliance/NTB | NTB Scanpix Moen

© picture alliance/ZB | Soeren Stache
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An East German citizen holding up 
the new currency.

Signing of the Two Plus Four 
Treaty in Moscow.

Germans celebrating with 
fireworks in front of Brandenburg 

Gate on October 03, 1990.

1990
On July 01, 1990, a treaty 

between East and West 
Germany creating a monetary, 
economic and social union 
between the two countries 
came into force. It established 
the Deutsche Mark as 
currencies for both countries 
and introduced social market 
economy to East Germany.

July 01

1990
On September 12, 1990 the 

Two Plus Four Agreement 
was signed by East and West 
Germany (Two) and the 
Four Powers which occupied 
Germany at the end of WWII: 
France, the Soviet Union, the 
United Kingdom, and the 
United States. The Four Powers 
renounced all rights they held 
in Germany, allowing a reunited 
Germany to become fully 
sovereign. 

September 12

1990
On October 03, 1990, Germany was formally reunified with the entry of the five 

formerly East-German federal states. For the first time since 1945, Germany existed 
as a single state.

October 03

© picture-alliance/dpa | Thomas Wattenberg

© picture-alliance/dpa | Roland Holschneider

© picture alliance/dpa
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I n the second half of 2020, Germany assumes the 
Presidency of the Council of the EU for the 13th 
time. The Presidency starts under altered conditions: 
the Covid-19 pandemic and its impact on health, as 

well as its economic and social consequences throughout 
Europe, are the focus of attention.

The most important task will be to work together and 
in a forward-looking manner to successfully master the 
challenges of the pandemic on a durable basis. Germany 
will place itself at the service of Europe and will do 
everything in its power to ensure that the European 
Union and its Member states emerge strengthened from 
the crisis.

By assuming the Presidency, Germany has taken on the 
role of “honest broker” and will seek to find compromises 
and solutions among the Member states in the Council. 
Our national positions will thus move into the background 
so that we can play a mediating role among the positions 
of the 27 EU Member states. Especially at an extraordinary 
time such as this, the overriding goal of the German 
Presidency will be to ensure that the Member states come 
together to reach good joint outcomes to the benefit of the 

EU and its Member states.
Germany has adopted a programme for its Presidency 

and has thus set clear priorities. The focus will be on 
overcoming the Covid-19 pandemic in the long term 
and economic recovery, a stronger and more innovative 
Europe, a fair and sustainable Europe; a Europe of 
security and common values; a Europe capable of taking 
action in the world.

The crisis has clearly revealed Europe’s weaknesses 
as well as its strengths: during this crisis, no region in 
the world has acted in the spirit of solidarity which 
the European Union has shown. Solidarity, economic 
and social security as well as the capability to find 
compromises are what make the European Union 
unique. In this spirit, we want to work together to 
tackle the major issues that will define our future such 
as climate change mitigation, the digital revolution or 
the transformation of the job market. More than ever, we 
have to remember that only by working together can we 
make Europe strong again.

© Auswärtiges Amt

THE GERMAN cOUNcil 
PRESidENcY – TOGETHER FOR 
EUROPE’S REcOvERY

© picture alliance/dpa|Christophe Gateau



Germany RepoRt DAWN ADVeRtISeMeNt SUppLeMeNt | oCtoBeR 3, 202012



Germany RepoRtDAWN ADVeRtISeMeNt SUppLeMeNt | oCtoBeR 3, 2020 13

Germany holds the UN Security Council Presidency in 
July. In addition to addressing ongoing crises in Syria, 
Yemen and Libya, Germany will set its own priorities 
for its Presidency: global health, climate and security, 

human rights and sexual violence in conflicts will be focal points.

covid-19: a threat to global security
What impact is Covid-19 having on global security? What 

effect is the pandemic having on fragile states, crises and conflicts, 
and what help can be provided in these contexts? How can the 
Security Council respond appropriately to health risks? The 
Security Council will be discussing these questions right at the 
start of the German Presidency, on July 2, with Foreign Minister 
Heiko Maas in the chair – though, given the current situation, it 
will be a virtual meeting.

climate and security – setting new accents
Climate change, too, is endangering global security: new 

conflicts are triggered and existing ones exacerbated, for example 
in the Lake Chad region, the Sudan or Afghanistan. The effects 
of climate change are thus central in the work of the Security 
Council. During its Presidency, Germany wants to set new 
accents in this area and to get the subject firmly onto the Security 
Council’s agenda.

Human rights and the fight against sexual violence
The fight against sexual violence in conflicts was a focal 

point of Germany’s Security Council Presidency in April 2019. 
A new Security Council resolution put survivors’ rights to 
the fore and laid the foundations for calling perpetrators to 
account more swiftly and more effectively. Germany will be 
taking this issue up again now: sexual violence in conflicts 

will be the subject of an open debate.
Germany will also be putting human rights on the agenda, 

particularly with reference to United Nations peace missions. 
These can only function in the long term if fundamental human 
rights are safeguarded.

current crises: Syria, Yemen, libya
The Security Council’s core task is to maintain international 

peace and security. It therefore looks daily at the numerous crises 
and conflicts around the world. In July the Security Council 
will be addressing Syria and Yemen, with a major focus on 
humanitarian assistance for the people suffering as a result of 
the conflict.

The conflict in Libya will also play an important role: following 
the Berlin Libya Conference in January, Germany continues to 
advocate and work towards a political solution. 

Special international responsibility
Germany is assuming the Security Council Presidency at a 

special juncture: its Presidency of the Council of the European 
Union commences on July 1 as well. So Germany is assuming 
special responsibility for the multilateral world order and 
issuing a clear signal in two central international bodies: the 
priority now is to strengthen the rules-based order and work 
together to tackle global challenges.

The year 2019 and 2020 see Germany’s sixth term as a non-
permanent member of the United Nations Security Council. 
In July, Germany is once again assuming the Presidency of 
the most important UN body, having previously held it in 
April 2019.

© Auswärtiges Amt

ENGAGEMENT FOR MUlTilATERAliSM: 
GERMANY ASSUMES THE PRESidENcY 
OF THE UN SEcURiTY cOUNcil

© picture alliance/dpa|Ralf Hirschberger
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B eing a large-scale global public health emergency 
with tremendous socio-economic reverberations 
the unprecedented and still evolving Covid-19 
pandemic poses extraordinary challenges for the 

humanitarian assistance – globally as well as in Pakistan.
As the second-largest humanitarian donor worldwide, 

Germany has therefore been providing additional 450 
million euros for Covid-19-related humanitarian assistance 
worldwide. Since such a massive global health emergency 
needs a swift and coordinated answer most financial support 
is realised through multilateral institutions such as the United 
Nations and its agencies as well as through the World Bank or 
the Asian Development Bank. Furthermore the humanitarian 
assistance is delivered strictly in compliance with the four 
guiding humanitarian principles of humanity, neutrality, 
impartiality and independence and a clear aim: saving lives 
and alleviating suffering.

However, in the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic bilateral 
funding for humanitarian projects in Pakistan has been 
significantly increased too. First and foremost the German 
Foreign Office contributed three million euros to the 
reactivated UN OCHA managed Pakistan Humanitarian 
Pooled Fund (PHPF). These funds will enable Pakistani NGOs 
to conduct Covid-19 related projects in the field and provide 
relief to the most affected and vulnerable communities 
especially in Balochistan with a priority on health, WASH 
and food security.

Through a well-established project portfolio which is 
implemented by German NGOs, the German Foreign Office 
had already been providing humanitarian assistance before 
the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic . These projects total 
about 3.1 million euros. Thus it goes without saying that 
their scope and mandate could not have included any 
Covid-19 response from the beginning. However, given the 

GERMAN HUMANiTARiAN 
ASSiSTANcE iN TiMES OF 
covid-19 

ANdREAS wUTZ
First Secretary of the Political Section 
Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany, Islamabad

German Red Cross
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dynamic situation on the ground existing projects have been 
pivoted and new projects have been commissioned. The 
German Red Cross supports the Covid-19 Emergency Plan 
of the Pakistan Red Crescent Society and strengthens the 
humanitarian disaster resilience of vulnerable communities 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Malteser International is amongst 
others engaged with WASH and food security in Sindh. 
The German Caritas Association assists communities in 
Punjab in coping with extreme weather conditions, and 
Doctors of the World Germany provides access to basic 
health services for the most affected citizens of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa.

Regardless of the institutional framework via which 
humanitarian assistance is provided, Germany stands side 
by side with the Pakistani people in these trying times and 
will remain a reliable partner for bringing relief to those most 
vulnerable.

In the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic, the 
bilateral funding for humanitarian projects 
in Pakistan has been significantly increased. 
First and foremost the German Foreign 
Office contributed three million euros to 
the reactivated UN OCHA managed Pakistan 
Humanitarian Pooled Fund (PHPF). These funds 
will enable Pakistani NGOs to conduct Covid-19 
related projects in the field and provide relief to 
the most affected and vulnerable communities 
especially in Balochistan with a priority on 
health, WASH and food security.Malteser International

Doctors of the World

German Caritas Association



Germany RepoRt DAWN ADVeRtISeMeNt SUppLeMeNt | oCtoBeR 3, 202016



Germany RepoRtDAWN ADVeRtISeMeNt SUppLeMeNt | oCtoBeR 3, 2020 17

President of the German-Pakistan Chamber of Commerce and Industry (GPCCI)

FAiSAl AkHTAR 

A s I begin penning down this article, I hope that 
Pakistan and Germany remain steadfast in their 
fight against Covid-19. I am very grateful to 
the German government for their assistance to 

Pakistan in promoting activities that contribute to mitigating 
the socio-economic effects of the pandemic on a local level. 

Pakistan and Germany enjoy substantial economic and 
trade relations. Germany is Pakistan’s fourth-largest trading 
partner globally, and the largest within the European Union. 
And forums like the German-Pakistan Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (GPCCI) are an indicator of the growing desire 
among German and Pakistani companies for fostering greater 
bilateral economic and trade cooperation.

GPCCI plays an active role in connecting and engaging 
with businesses from both countries that will eventually 
generate economic progress.  It has been rightly stated that 
investments and business opportunities bring more jobs, 
infrastructure, and innovation. They also lead to larger tax 
revenues and more income for households who in turn will 
spend more on health and education. Thus, increasing trade 
and investment will bring many benefits to both countries 
and would lead to economic development and prosperity.

That’s what makes GPCCI’s work significant. GPCCI is 
not just an advocacy forum that represents and protects the 
interests of businesses between both countries. It can also 
provide Pakistani companies access to investment partners 
in Germany and help them be more competitive in local and 
global markets. 

Pakistan is an investment destination with great potential. 
It has a favourable geographical location at the crossing point 
of three regions: South Asia, Central Asia, and the Middle 

East. With approximately 220 million people, Pakistan is the 
fifth-largest country in the world and therefore a huge market 
for trade and investment. 

While Germany has been creating many opportunities in 
the economic field, in health, and climate change, what excites 
me most is the opportunity for young Pakistanis to study in 
Germany. This cultural exchange and knowledge sharing 
will have lasting benefits for the country. With a young 
population, a rapidly growing middle-class, considerable 
natural and human resources, and low labour costs, the 
country could fare much better with such opportunities.  

It is heartening to see that with its technical and financial 
cooperation measures, Germany is supporting Pakistan to 
see stable economic development, enabling the country to 
play a constructive role in the region.

On this note, I extend my heartfelt felicitations to the 
people of the Federal Republic of Germany on the occasion of 
German Reunification Day – the day that reflects the strength 
of German culture and the resilience of its people.

GPCCI is not just an advocacy forum that 
represents and protects the interests of 
businesses between both countries. It can 
also provide Pakistani companies access to 
investment partners in Germany and help 
them be more competitive in local and 
global markets. 



With a population of more than 200 million 
inhabitants, Pakistan for various reasons is 
facing the biggest challenge in improving its 
water infrastructure. The country has the 4th 

highest rate of water usage per country. It is home to the world’s 
largest irrigation system; the main canals of which add up to 
40,000 miles. The irrigation system uses 95 per cent of the 
country’s fresh water and is largely inefficient. It is estimated 
that Pakistan will suffer from absolute water scarcity by 2025.

Sewage and wastewater management need to be improved. 
Continued use of outdated systems prevents effective and 
efficient treatment. Animal waste and chemical pollutants from 
industrial waste often remain untreated. Infrastructure is lacking 
to treat contaminated ground water. Waterborne diseases 
currently include malaria, typhoid and hepatitis. Nearly 53,000 
children die of diarrhoea every year. The monsoon flooding 
at the end of August this year have shown once again that in 
Karachi as well as in other parts of the country there is lack of 
a functioning sewage system and wastewater treatment plants.

Only 36 per cent of the population have access to clean 

drinking water. Household water is not metered, rather 
households are charged flat rates. Drinking water is not 
separated from agricultural or industrial water leading to a 
limited supply of drinking water. 

Such a large scale of water-related problems will not be solved 
on a short-term basis. It takes a strategic long-term approach, 
improvement of administrative processes and responsibilities, 
investment into infrastructure, know-how and introduction of 
appropriate technology. 

The efficiency of the German water industry
Cooperation on the administrative and B2B level with 

countries showing an advanced state of water related 
technology and development might be useful and beneficial. 
The German water industry is shaped by long-term experience 
in this sector. Drinking water of excellent quality and sufficient 
quantities are available to German citizens. Despite being a 
water-rich country, Germany has a number of voluntary water 
management measures that contribute to the protection of 
natural resources.

Water economy in Pakistan: 
challenGes and opporTuniTies 
of cooperaTion wiTh Germany

franz nienhaus
Advisor To The Board Of Directors, German-Pakistan Chamber Of 
Commerce & Industry (GPCCI)

© picture alliance / PPI Images | Asianet Pakistan
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Wastewater treatment is also at a very high level in Germany. 
In contrast to many EU countries, almost 100 per cent of the 
wastewater is treated according to the highest EU effluent 
discharge standards. Drinking water suppliers and wastewater 
disposal companies thus make a significant contribution to 
prevent or to minimise the pollution of water sources.

Essential performance indicators of water supply and 
wastewater disposal are long-term security of supply and 
disposal, high drinking water quality, high wastewater disposal 
standards, high customer satisfaction and careful use of water 
resources with economic efficiency.

Data and facts about Germany’s water sector
Serves 83 million people
188 billion cubic metres of fresh water are available every 

year, but only 10-15 per cent (25 billion cubic metres) is used
127 litres are consumed per person per day
550,000 km of sewer network (97 per cent degree of 

connection to the sewer network)
10,500 sewage treatment plants
530,000 km of potable water network (100 per cent connection 

to the drinking water network)

Oncoming op portunities of cooperation
The demand for technical solutions and the availability of 

these in Germany has motivated the German-Pakistan Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry (GPCCI) to organise a business 
development trip.

A delegation of German companies offering water-related 
technology and consultancy services will be visiting Pakistan 
from January 18-22, 2021, as part of a project sponsored by the 
German Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy 
(BMWi). Co-organizer in Germany is the business association 
German Water Partnership (GWP). These highly innovative and 
technologically advanced German companies have all specialised 
in water and wastewater technologies. This comprises the 
entire treatment value chain from water purification treatment 
plants, sewerage and sewage treatment plants, irrigation, pump 
technology to calculation and payment systems for water 
consumption. GPCCI is looking forward to presenting these 

companies and their products all under the brand “Made in 
Germany”. 

The German delegation is looking forward to meeting 
Pakistani companies, institutions and administration 
departments in Islamabad, Lahore and Karachi. The delegation 
is seeking forward-looking Pakistani counterparts that are 
interested in developing future relationships, creating business 
contacts, co-operations and meeting potential customers and 
dealers. Company profiles will be forwarded representing the 
best of German water sector related technology, innovation and 
know-how.

The days in Islamabad (January 18, 2021), Lahore (January 20) 
and Karachi, (January 21) of the business development trip will be 
dedicated to workshops, where the German delegation members 
will present their companies, products, technology and services 
and thereafter meet Pakistani representatives of companies, 
associations and government authorities for individual B2B/
B2G meetings, networking and group discussion panels. Should 
the Covid-19 situation not allow for physical events, GPCCI will 
organise webinars and individual meetings online. 

For Pakistani attendees, participation will be free of charge 
subject to registration. These days will provide excellent 
opportunities for awareness of new advanced technologies and 
products from Germany. Further information is available under 
www.gpcci.com.pk.

The German water industry is shaped by 
long-term experience. Drinking water of 
excellent quality and sufficient quantities 
are available to German citizens. Despite 
being a water-rich country, Germany has a 
number of voluntary water management 
measures that contribute to the protection 
of natural resources.

© picture alliance | CHROMORANGE / Karl-Heinz Spremberg

http://www.gpcci.com.pk/
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At Bayer, we address some of the world's most 
pressing challenges. The foremost of these 
challenges is that people all over the world 
need quality medicines and nutritious food in 

sufficient quantities to live better lives. 
In Pakistan, these challenges have a unique dimension. 

Our population – the world’s sixth largest – is projected to 
expand by nearly 100 million people by 2050 according to 
the UN. It is a young population with urgent needs for both 
healthcare and nutrition. Going forward, we will need to 
feed more people than ever before in our history. Even before 
the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic, an estimated 21 million 
Pakistanis were facing acute food insecurity. Simultaneously, 
we are facing extreme climate change-related challenges, 
scarcity of resources including water, and productivity losses 
in agriculture.

At Bayer, through our portfolio of science-based solutions 
for healthcare and agriculture, we work towards addressing 
these challenges and making our vision – Health for All, 
Hunger for None – a reality. Bayer’s portfolio is uniquely 
structured. In healthcare, we provide high-quality 
pharmaceuticals for many therapeutic categories – in 
Pakistan, these include cardiology/thrombosis, women’s 
healthcare, pulmonology, oncology, anti-infectives, 
ophthalmology, and radiology. We also have a Consumer 
Health portfolio that includes nutritional, dermatology and 
digestive health products.

For the agriculture sector, our Crop Science product 

portfolio focuses on high-yielding seeds for maize as well 
as a portfolio of vegetable seeds. We also offer innovative 
crop protection solutions, including herbicides, fungicides, 
pesticides and micronutrient products. 

We don’t just manufacture and market the products, 
however – we actively engage with our stakeholders to offer 
more value. We work with farmers across Pakistan to educate 
them on agronomic best practices, helping them maximise 
yield and productivity. We also engage with healthcare 
practitioners, sharing global expertise and the latest research, 
for the benefit of their patients. 

In Pakistan, Bayer reaches over 100,000 smallholder 
farmers annually with technology and services. Over a 
million consumers are reached annually by over-the-counter 
(OTC) self-care brands from our Consumer Health segment, 
while well over 25,000 healthcare practitioners are engaged 
through educational programmes by our Pharmaceutical 
division. Through our Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) 
initiatives partnering with leading non-profits in healthcare 
and education, we also reach and improve the lives of 
countless individuals. And last but not least, we provide 
direct and indirect employment to over one thousand people 
in Pakistan. 

It is through this holistic approach and by leveraging 
our unique portfolio that Bayer continues to contribute to 
Pakistan – a great example of a German company with global 
relevance, and a truly universal vision: Health for all, Hunger 
for None.

BAYER iN PAkiSTAN: SciENcE-BASEd 
SOlUTiONS FOR A BETTER liFE 

dR iMRAN AHMAd kHAN
CEO and Managing Director of Bayer Pakistan (Pvt) Limited 
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The year 2020 will forever be remembered as the 
year of the Covid-19 pandemic, which at its peak 
paralysed the world. With countries grappling 
to fight against the pandemic, world economies 

are heavily impacted, and we are observing the deepest 
recession since the Second World War. However, with 
adversity comes strength, and the need to come together 
despite all differences, to find a cure and to emerge from 
this crisis as a stronger people. We should be reminded 
that we have history to learn from. Unity and working 
together as one, has blessed us with many successes - be 
it with famines and droughts, with overcoming extreme 
poverty by a large factor in the most depressed areas of 
the world or by breaking the East-West German wall that 
propelled the segregation of loved ones.

At the centre of these unprecedented times is the 
healthcare industry, where frontline workers are battling 
the pandemic and governments and health authorities 
are doing everything possible to keep its people safe. As 
an integral part of the healthcare system and as a reliable 
healthcare solutions partner, Siemens Healthineers has 
developed a highly accurate SARS-Cov-2 antibody 
test which allows detection of antibodies with 100 per 
cent sensitivity and 99.8 per cent specificity in results. 
Moreover, we have continued to stand strong besides 
healthcare professionals during this time in providing 

the best customer services and applications support 
needed in this time. I am truly proud of the commitment 
and dedication of our team here in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan who, even as the world closed down with 
immense fear of the pandemic, continued to support 
customers and install equipment at hospitals, even in 
remote areas to ensure that our customers are always 
well-equipped. 

On other fronts, we are working together in realising 
the government’s vision to elevate the healthcare 
infrastructure in the country by bringing quality care 
to its citizens. State-of-the-art medical technology 
enables healthcare professionals to make more informed 
decisions and treat patients with higher diagnostic 
confidence. In line with this approach, we recently 
supplied specialised MRI systems, furnished with 
BioMatrix technology, to military hospitals that cater to 
a large demographic. The highlight is the CMH Quetta 
as it is one of the few hospitals which serve patients 
from the entire Balochistan province. 

Pakistan and Germany have had a long-standing 
relationship that has endured the tests of time. On behalf 
of Siemens Healthineers Pakistan, I would like to wish 
all our friends in Germany, a Happy Reunification Day 
and wish health and safety upon each of us during this 
pandemic. 

UNiTY iN divERSiTY – HAPPY 
REUNiFicATiON dAY!

kHURRAM JAMEEl
Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer, Siemens Healthineers
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BBraun is a leading manufacturer of medical 
technology and pharmaceutical products 
worldwide. The company employs 64,000 people 
in 64 countries. The B. Braun product range 

comprises of 5,000 products, 95 per cent of which are 
manufactured in-house in its 112 factories. The company’s 
focus is on 18 therapy fields and company-owned dialysis 
centres, as well as services and consultancy for optimisation 
of hospital processes to prepare patients and their families 
for at-home care. 

In Pakistan, B. Braun is highly reputed for being one of 
the largest medical device companies. Therapies offered 
in the country include infusion therapy, nutrition therapy, 
interventional vascular diagnostics and therapy and pain 
therapy to name a few. The medical devices sector includes 
both medical devices (such as angiography catheters, stents 
and balloon, dialysis machines) and medical equipment 
(surgical equipment e.g. scalpels and blood-pressure 
monitors) and disposables (cannula). The sector is seeing 
on-going growth despite unfavourable economic conditions, 
partly because its products are life essentials for the aging 
population.  

B. Braun believes in products which are efficient and safe 
for both medical professionals as well as for patients. One 
such product is the Standard & Safety Intravenous catheter. 
Due to its unique design and auto-safety device, needle stick 

injuries became a thing of the past. Not only is this product 
now leading the way for adult patients but is extremely 
sought after for babies as well. This product ensures safety 
from injuries and infection spread (Hepatitis, Aids, etc) 
during the handling of IVC. 

The Auto Infusion Pumps (Infusion & Syringe pumps), 
on the other hand allow medical practitioners to effectively 
handle multiple drug therapies simultaneously whilst 
avoiding hazards.

Aligned with the ethos and philosophy of bringing safety 
and efficiency together, B. Braun Pakistan is the pioneer of 
EinsteinVision – 3D Laproscopic System which enables a 
surgeon to operate in a three dimensional view with depth 
of focus and sharp image so even the ambiguous areas of 
human anatomy do not remain inaccessible at the time of 
performing an Endo-Surgery procedure. 

“In the current economic challenges, we, as a company, 
strive to practice the utmost compliance and ethical 
standards. At B. Braun, globally, our vision is to protect 
and improve the health of people around the world and 
at the core of it all, that is what we strive to achieve”, says 
Dr. Zaffar Hashmi, Chief Executive Officer and Managing 
Director, B. Braun Pakistan, who with his vision along with 
his team’s effort has contributed towards B. Braun Pakistan’s 
growth in Pakistan, which has made the Company a market 
leader in medical devices. 

B. BRAUN OFFERiNG EFFEcTivE 
SOlUTiONS FOR BETTER HEAlTHcARE

GHAZAl SAJid 
Head of Legal & Compliance in B. Braun Pakistan 
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This year, the Nordex Group celebrates ten years of 
German wind power in Pakistan. In 2010, the Nordex 
Group supplied and installed 33 wind turbines for 
the first 50 MW wind farm in the Sindh province for 

FFC Energy Limited, Rawalpindi. In the following year, the 
manufacturer signed supply and service contracts with four 
companies for five further projects, each with 20 turbines with a 
capacity of 2.5 MW, thus a total volume of 250 MW. 

The Nordex Group is a pioneer in the Pakistani wind market. 
Pakistan is an important Asian market for the company. The fact 
that the company signed contracts with four customers almost 
simultaneously after their first order is proof of the great confidence 
shown in the company and their products in a very short space 
of time. Since 2012, the Nordex Group has therefore also been 
present in Islamabad with their subsidiary Nordex Pakistan 
(Private) Limited. In May 2013, FFC Energy Limited achieved a 
significant milestone when it was connected to the national grid 
being the first wind farm in the country – with Nordex turbines. 
With 300 MW of installed capacity as of today, the Nordex Group 
now has a market share of 24% in the country, with the turbines 
serviced by the Group having an availability of 99%.

The wind potential of the Gharo-Jhimpir wind corridor in 
the province of Sindh, in southern Pakistan, alone is estimated 
at around 43,000 MW. With its wind turbines capable of up to 
3.9 MW, the Nordex Group has highly efficient turbines for the 
Pakistani market in its range.  

Founded in 1985, the Nordex Group is also celebrating its 
35th anniversary this year. For 35 years now, the Nordex Group 

has delivered climate-friendly solutions, which create jobs and 
support economic development. Wind energy today represents 
the lowest-cost solutions, even without taking into account 
external costs of fossil energy such as those caused by climate 
change or air pollution. 

For decades, scientists warned of the effects of human made 
climate change.  The energy sector is a major source of greenhouse 
gas emissions, causing climate change. To respond, there is global 
agreement on the Paris climate goals.  Renewable energies like 
wind are key to achieve these goals. Germany, for instance, as a 
highly industrialised country with a high energy demand has set 
itself ambitious targets to respond.  By 2030, 65% of the national 
gross electricity consumption shall be covered with renewable 
energies. Already back in 2000, Germany set the path for the energy 
transition with its first renewable energy law, paving the way for 
dynamic renewable energy development. Today, already 42% of 
the national gross electricity consumption in Germany is renewable. 
Under the new Alternative and Renewable Energy (ARE) policy, 
which is under approval process, The Government of Pakistan 
intends to have 25% of its generation capacity as ARE technologies 
by 2025 and 30% by 2030 (20x25 and 30x30) target.   

With its product range that focuses on onshore turbines in the 
2.4 to 5.X MW classes, which are designed to meet the market 
requirements of countries with limited expansion areas and regions 
with limited grid capacities, the Nordex Group is well prepared 
to deliver clean and sustainable energy to all parts of the world, 
including Pakistan. Today, the company has installed more than 29 
GW of wind energy capacity in more than 40 markets worldwide.

35 YEARS OF THE NORdEx GROUP - 
10 YEARS OF PRESENcE iN PAkiSTAN

MUHAMMAd SHAkEEl BUTT
Managing Director Pakistan at Nordex Acciona Windpower



Germany RepoRt DAWN ADVeRtISeMeNt SUppLeMeNt | oCtoBeR 3, 202028

T he digital revolution is changing our lives. It’s 
informing how we build and energize cities, 
how we travel and communicate; even how we 
manufacture and distribute products. It’s also 

shifting the way we work, creating new business models and 
making existing ones obsolete. The line between the physical 
and virtual worlds is blurring every day; driven by data and 
analytics, digitalization is changing our world, fast. 

Thanks to the burgeoning tech ecosystem of Pakistan, the 
country has joined the ranks of economies seen as safe havens 
for ‘unicorns’. A plethora of studies has come to the fore on 
businesses that struck gold since the internet penetration in 
Pakistan rose to 70%. This is why, according to the Digital 
Evolution Index 2017, the country ranked at number 56, 
despite the size of its Information and Communications 
Technology (ICT) industry standing at $3.5 billion only.

 The use of data underpins digital transformation across 
all sectors in Pakistan and abroad. But let's be honest, 
extracting copious amounts of data and molding it into 
business value could be a daunting task. However, with 
software solutions offered by SAP, corporations across all 
sectors can streamline business workflows and experience 
the magic data value creates when blended well with robust 
digital strategies. “Retail, banking, and high tech are all at 
the pinnacle of digital disruption while other sectors have 
not reached that stage yet. At SAP, we aim to make the digital 
transformation as seamless as possible by bridging the gap 
between companies and new business models, new business 
processes, and new ways of working,” shares Saquib Sabah, 
COO, SAP Pakistan.

SAP offers a unique mélange of Database and Data 
Management, Analytics, Digital Supply Chain, Network, 
And Spend Management. "With a myriad of intelligent 
technologies at SAP, businesses can harness the power of 
digitalization and tame raw data into smart data for profits. 
These digital transformation strategies give companies 
the freedom to record their growth from incremental 
improvements to total transformation," says Saquib Ahmed, 
MD SAP Pakistan. SAP’s Business Technology Platform 
enables businesses to enter the eye of the transformative 
digital storm with fast in-memory, sustainable agile services 
to integrate data and extend applications, and fully embedded 
analytics and intelligent technologies.

In the industrial world the digital revolution is also in full 
swing and for Pakistan, there is enormous potential. Long 
standing partners, Siemens and SAP have joined forces 
to accelerate the industrial transformation by delivering 
integrated end-to-end software solutions across product 
lifecycle, supply chain and asset management, together. 
This partnership leverages expertise and technology of 
both companies to provide a true digital thread that helps 
enterprises eliminate process and information siloes, drives 
digitalization, and delivers a comprehensive solution for the 
4th industrial revolution. 

With intelligent technologies helping businesses find an 
anchor in the transformative storm of digitalization, there is 
no excuse for companies – whether big or small – to resist 
change. The world is being restructured and reevaluated 
every day. We are lucky to have landed amid an upheaval that 
will change the course of action for businesses in the future.

diGiTAliZATiON AS AN OPPORTUNiTY

SAqUiB AHMEd
MD SAP Pakistan

AdvERTORiAl
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German products have always been preferred 
by the high-end Pakistani consumers for 
their built quality, durability and exceptional 
craftsmanship. The appeal for German 

premium cars is not any different. 
The BMW Group, with its BMW, MINI and Rolls-Royce 

Motor Cars brands, is one of the world’s most successful 
premium manufacturers of cars and motorcycles. The 
company demonstrates its commitment to innovation, 
sustainability and product responsibility all the way from 
development to production. Its aim is to play an active 
and innovative role in shaping the face of mobility, now 
and in the future.

The name BMW is famous round the world – both in 
a geographical sense and in the world of technology and 
innovation. Since its inception, the BMW brand has stood 
for one thing: sheer driving pleasure. 

BMW is an expression of the passion for dynamic, 
refined and progressive motoring. Dewan Motors took 
this passion and the rich tradition forward, taking into 
account its customers’ elevated expectations and raised 
the standards to meet them on a continuous basis. 

Dewan Motors set the benchmark for the premium 
automotive business in the country by establishing state-
of-the-art sales and aftersales facilities. It also brought 
a paradigm shift by investing in ready stock of cars 
displayed at the showroom for immediate delivery. 

For the continuous growth and success of the company, 
the management of Dewan Motors strongly believes in 
continuous training and development of its human 
resource. Team members are being trained at and certified 
by BMW training academy. Dewan Motors also has the 
privilege to become one of the few dealers worldwide to 

be equipped with the expertise for the upcoming electric 
revolution. 

Over the years, Dewan Motors has introduced the ever 
evolving and growing BMW product lines that have 
brought about revolutionary innovations in the global 
automobile industry. Foreseeing the future of electric 
mobility and to reduce the carbon footprints in Pakistan, 
Dewan Motors took the lead by introducing hybrid 
vehicles in the premium segment in 2012. 

Dewan Motors also pioneered the concept of public 
charging facilities in 2016 in Pakistan for plug-in hybrid 
and electric vehicles by installing BMW ChargeNow 
stations in Lahore, Karachi and Islamabad. With the 
growth of PHEVs and EVs in the country, renowned oil 
marketing companies have now started installing charging 
stations at their facilities. 

These initiatives undertaken by Dewan Motors have 
contributed to BMW’s success in Pakistan establishing it 
as an outstanding German brand that continues to appeal 
to millions.

dEwAN MOTORS dRiviNG YOU TO 
TOMORROw

Dewan Motors has introduced the ever 
evolving and growing BMW product lines 
that have brought about revolutionary 
innovations in the global automobile 
industry. Foreseeing the future of electric 
mobility and to reduce the carbon footprints 
in Pakistan, the company took the lead and 
introduced hybrid vehicles in 2012. 

Managing Director, BMW Group Middle East inaugurating Pakistan’s first-ever 
plug-in hybrid and electric vehicle public charging station, BMW ChargeNow in 2016.
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F  ounded in 1988, United Marine Agencies is one 
of Pakistan’s top five shipping agents, having 
some of the best-known brands of the world. 
Known for providing efficient and economical 

shipping, cargo and related marine services in Pakistan 
and beyond, UMA primarily acts as a shipping agent for 
lines, containers, bulk cargo, passenger cruise carriers, 
tankers and conventional vessels calling at the ports 
of Pakistan.

UMA strives to be the leading provider of shipping 
and logistics solutions, creating lasting values for its 
clients, principals, shareholders, employees and the 
communities in which it operates.

Currently the company is representing many 
renowned shipping lines like Hyundai Merchant Marine 
Company Ltd., HAMBURGSUD, R.C.L., KMTC, Swire 
& CEEKAY calling at Pakistani ports. In addition to 
the usual tasks that an agency performs, UMA also 
supervises and handles all port operations through 
its designated associates, who are licensed stevedores, 
terminal operators and who maintain fully equipped 

container terminals within and off the port limits.
The company’s Quality Management System is 

recognised and certified by Bureau Veritas under the 
ISO 9001-2015 benchmark. UMA has also earned the ISO 
9002 certification for its ‘Quality Management Systems. 
UMA accepts cargo for virtually every region of the 
world including Far East, Australia, New Zealand, Red 
Sea, Europe, USA, Eastern Mediterranean, Western 
Mediterranean, West Africa, Gulf, South America, etc.

UMA’s specialty is provision of services to importers 
of petroleum products, especially for the Ministry of 
Petroleum. We also attend to vessels calling at Pakistani 
ports for loading of molasses or chemicals. Besides this, 
UMA represents a number of shipping companies who 
operate their vessels for the discharge of palm oil and 
other vegetable products. UMA provides complete 
door-to-door service to transport containers of FCL 
cargo within Pakistan. We also work with importers 
and traders who require the professional help in 
transporting their goods from Karachi to up-country 
destinations.

UMA PROvidiNG EFFiciENT 
SHiPPiNG, cARGO ANd RElATEd 
MARiNE SERvicES

AdvERTORiAl

SOHAil SHAMS
CEO – United Marine Agencies
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President GPCCI Mr. Faisal Akhtar addressing the
audience-GPCCI Annual Chamber night 2020.

GPCCI 3rd Annual Chamber 
Night-Fashion show, March 2020.

Visa Information workshop organized for 
GPCCI members, 2019.

German Textile Machinery Delegation Visit to Pakistan, November 2019.

Dinner hosted by GPCCI in Lahore in honour of the 
German Textile Machinery delegation 2019.

TVET training session jointly organized by GPCCI and 
GIZ, January 2020.

Chief Guest Comissioner Karachi 
Mr. Iftikhar Shallwani, GPCCI 
Annual Chamber night 2020.

B2B networking sessions-German Textile Machinery Delegation visit to 
Pakistan, November 2019.

German Textile Machinery Delegation visit to Gul Ahmed waste 
water reprocessing facility, November 2019.

3rd Annual Chamber night GPCCI, March 2020.Multilateral Business Forums Discussion Session with Governor State Bank Mr. Reza Baqir.

GPcci – A PicTORiAl STORY
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Covid-19 put a stop to the world. The worldwide 
lockdowns had immediate effects on the 
environment and caused a dip in global CO2 
emissions. We all have seen the iconic picture of 

crystal clear water in Venice. But I didn’t need to read the 
newspaper but just had to look out of the window:  the air has 
never been clearer during my last two years in Pakistan. Never 
have I seen so many other cyclists on the road in Islamabad. 
However, there is no reason to be cheerful. In spite of those short 
term gains the pandemic and its socio-economic consequences 
may seriously set back climate action.

In the beginning of the pandemic we were really busy at 
the embassy with adjusting our development cooperation 
projects towards the immediate response: how can blood 
banks support the crisis? Are the rural health stations 
equipped to handle the additional influx of patients? Where 
deemed necessary we allocated new funds: 5 Mio. EUR for 
Pakistan’s Fight against Polio campaign and 500.000 EUR to 
local governments to fight the pandemic.

But from the beginning we have also been thinking forward. 
Germany has been working with Pakistan in the field of 
renewable energies in the past. Germany’s ongoing cooperation 
with Pakistan in the climate and energy sector has a financial 
volume of 300 Mio. EUR.  That is why we want to support 
Pakistan on its path to a “green recovery” from the pandemic. 

Let’s see what lessons we can learn from those past months:

Thinking out of the box
New challenges need new thinking. Tackling Climate 

Change, Pakistan already has given exceptional examples 
on how to think out of the box. The billion-tree-tsunami is 
an excellent example: bold, creative and impactful. We need 
more ideas like this.

we are all in this together 
A global crisis needs a global response – no country can succeed 

on its own. Thus we are supporting Pakistan in the ambitious 
formulation and fulfilment of international commitments for 
climate change and access to international climate financing. 

Protect the poor 
The Ehsaas programme has been an important step to 

protect the most vulnerable parts of the population from the 
effects of the pandemic. Equally we need to think how to 
protect the poor population from the effects of climate change 
e.g. via climate risk insurance. 

Let’s put those lessons in action. Partnerships can grow in hard 
times. Germany is ready to strengthen its partnership with Pakistan 
on climate and energy issues for a sustainable and inclusive economy 
and a green future for Pakistan post-pandemic.

GERMAN dEvElOPMENT cOOPERATiON 
iN 2020 – lESSONS FROM A PANdEMic 
FOR TAckliNG cliMATE cHANGE

MARiON PFENNiGS
First Secretary of Development Cooperation 
Embassy of The Federal Republic of Germany, Islamabad
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O sthoff-Senge was founded in 1912 at Wuppertal 
and is family-owned since then. Specialised in 
the construction of singeing machines right from 
the beginning, the company today is the leading 

manufacturer in this field. Osthoff-Senge is represented 
throughout the textile world, having active agents and reliable 
partners in practically every textile producing country. More 
than 2000 singeing units have been supplied helping to build 
the excellent reputation. In the textile finishing industry, 
Osthoff became a by-word for singeing. Today the company 
has a stake in all textile processes where flames play a 
major roll. Besides progress, the success of Osthoff singeing 
machines is built on reliability, versatility, and quality of 
the products as well as on the service and assistance given 
to the thousands of our customers. An experienced team, 
management, and personnel and a commitment to service 
our customers, guarantee that Osthoff-Senge will continue 
to maintain its leading position for the future.

why singeing – and what is being singed?
It goes without saying that we, as a manufacturer of singeing 

machines, would like to convince you that the singeing process 
is extremely important for the final result of a large number 
of cloth qualities. But it is an objective fact that singeing is a 
must when special effects are to be achieved, or to improve the 
production conditions for certain finishing steps. During the 
singeing process, fibres which are not tied in threads or in the 
cloth are burned or turned to gas through the action of thermal 
energy, normally by means of a flame. This means that a fabric 
surface is achieved which is virtually free of hairs and fibres.

Singeing should be carried out with all cloth qualities made 
of spun yarns if this is made necessary by requirements such as 
desired wear properties or subsequent processing conditions.

controlled combustion: one idea leads to 
worldwide success

Progressive thinking, development and comprehensive 
know-how combined with decades of experience in the field 
of singeing machine construction are the cornerstones for the 
success of Osthoff-Senge.

Walter Osthoff, the founder of the company, paved the 
way for the change in the technology of singeing back in 
1912, with his invention of the high-performance burner with 
controlled combustion. Since then the controlled combustion 
system has been constantly developed and improved by 
further innovations up to today’s built Double- Jet slot burner, 
protected throughout the world by patents. Osthoff-Senge does 
not only set standards in the field of singeing burners. In 1971 
already, at the Paris ITMA, the first programming device for 
singeing machines SENG-MATIC was presented. In 1991 at the 
Hannover ITMA, a hairiness measuring device HAMSAT was 
first shown to the public. It is a device for optical measurement 
and monitoring of fabric hairiness, and the process control 
in dependence of that value. Besides reliability and multi-
purpose use, those developments have contributed to the 
fact that Osthoff singeing machines are integrated parts of 
continuously operating pretreatment and bleaching ranges of 
all well-reputed manufacturers for years already.

Nazer&Co is our longest official agent worldwide and they are 
selling and servicing our machines in Pakistan very successfully.

OSTHOFF-SENGE – A lEAdiNG 
MANUFAcTURER OF SiNGEiNG 
MAcHiNES

AdvERTORiAl

Continuous cleaning, singeing, cleaning and bleaching lines
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P
akistan stipulates the promotion of social and 
economic wellbeing including the provision of health 
as a fundamental right in its constitution. However, 
a large share of the population, particularly the 

poor and those at risk of falling under the poverty line, have 
limited access to health care, facing poverty as a reason of 
unforeseen and catastrophic health expenditures. 

While the poverty rate has declined during the last two 
decades due to rigorous government’s efforts, the current 
outbreak of Covid-19 is likely to regress some of the gains 
Pakistan has made in poverty reduction and towards 
improved social indicators including health care.

The Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH, on behalf of the German 
Federal Ministry for Economic Development and 
Cooperation (BMZ), is implementing various programmes in 
different sectors in the country and has started to specifically 
support the government of Pakistan in its response to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

One of the projects, Support to Social Protection – Social 

Health Protection, aims to provide access to health services 
to people living in poverty or at risk to fall into poverty 
through the government’s social health insurance system, 
the Sehat Sahulat Programme (SSP). The project supports 
both the province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and the federal 
government in expanding the SSP, by covering in-patient 
costs for the vulnerable population and improving their 

REMOviNG FiNANciAl 
HARdSHiP TO iNcREASE AccESS TO 
HEAlTH SERvicES

TOBiAS BEckER
Country Head, giz Pakistan
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access to quality health care. The SSP health insurance has 
been expanding since 2015 and covers so far up to 8.9 million 
families nationwide. 

Amidst the current pandemic, the Technical and Vocational 
Training and Education Sector Support Programme has 
assisted the Government of Balochistan with the production 
of practical-oriented training of 140 youth to produce 720 
beds and 1,440 bedspreads. Also, 50,000 PPE kits and 40,000 
surgical masks were produced by the assiduous programme’s 
trainees and handed over to the Government of Sindh. 

Another effort was made through the GIZ Refugee 
Management Support Programme. It is providing institutional 
support and community assistance to the most vulnerable 
Afghan refugees and host communities in response to 
Covid-19.  The project has different supportive measures 
including provision of ration bags, capacity building and 
awareness sessions to health and sanitary workers and 
communities and the provision of equipment to basic health 
units and hospitals. This is also facilitated by an awareness 
media campaign. The target number of recipients is 238,435 
host communities and 62,608 Afghan refugees. Soon, the GIZ 

Fata Development Programme will additionally provide two 
Covid-19 testing machines, 1,000 testing kits and 500 PPEs to 
the front-line health workers in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

In its technical cooperation programmes with the 
Government of Pakistan, GIZ through the German 
Government provides continuous support to its partners, 
joining hands in the fight against the Covid-19 pandemic and 
beyond, and improving the access to qualitative health care 
in the country.

The Technical and Vocational Training and 
Education Sector Support Programme 
assisted the Government of Balochistan with 
the production of practical-oriented training 
of 140 youth to produce 720 beds and 
1,440 bedspreads. Also, 50,000 PPE kits and 
40,000 surgical masks were handed over to 
the Government of Sindh. 
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T he history of Dr.  Willmar Schwabe Co. began in 
Leipzig (Germany), more than 150 years ago. The 
founder of the company, Dr. Willmar Schwabe, 
opened the Homeopathic Central office in 1866. The 

aim was to manufacture and distribute homeopathic remedies 
worldwide and, from 1873, also the Schussler salts.  Even 
before 1926, Schwabe was growing medicinal plants on its 
own property. This tradition culminates in the now ecologically 
certified cultures in Staffort, the Terra Medica (Medical 
Earth). Ideally located in the climatically favoured Rhine plain, 
Terra Medica allows you to experience first-hand how Schwabe 
medicines are being grown. 

Homeopathy is gentle, natural and has a lasting effect. At 
Schwabe, this also applies to the extraction of the vast majority 
of herbal raw materials. They are grown in its own crops and 
are organically certified and enjoy the best plant health, which 
is really a good prerequisite for their later determination in 
medicinal products. On the cultures in Staffort, 17 gardeners, 
landscapers and other employees are busy all year round with 
seed collection, cultivation, care and harvest. In this way they 
ensure that Schwabe never runs out of valuable herbal raw 
materials in the best homemade quality. 

Most of the medicinal plants that are processed at Schwabe 
are grown in-house on Terra Medica under optimal biological 
conditions.  Every plant that grows there has its very own 
character.  Each one needs different conditions in order to 
develop optimally - just like the people who benefit from the 
natural healing power of the different active ingredients. For this 

purpose, the greenhouses were put into operation in 1989, which 
replaced the old houses on the company premises in Durlach. 

The new houses were meticulously planned from the outset 
for sowing and growing the plants. A show house in Staffort 
continues the tradition of the old greenhouses. Staffort has 
been part of the Schwabe company since 2007. The new name 
Terra Medica for the medicinal plant cultures comes from a 
part of the Schwabe-DHU working group that accompanied 
the construction of the new visitor center

Staffort ultimately became the location for the medicinal plant 
cultures because a warehouse for drugs (dried medicinal plants) 
was acquired there. The opportunity was used to lease land 
around the warehouse from the municipality. The warehouse 
had a well system that could be used for cultivation. Another 
advantage was that the site was away from traffic and industrial 
facilities and was therefore ideally suited from an environmental 
point of view. In 1976, the preparations had progressed so far 
that the cultivation of the open spaces could begin.

The total surface area cultivated amounts to approximately 13 
hectares, more than half of which are located directly in Staffort. 
The remaining areas can be found in close proximity to Staffort 
and in Durlach. Schwabe has been growing medicinal plants 
in Staffort now for decades, cultivating and harvesting roughly 
70 per cent of the plants needed for its medicinal products – 
completely ecologically. Schwabe opened its Visitor Centre in 
Staffort in June 2014. The centre is designed to hold professional 
events in the context of the cultivation of medicinal plants on 
Terra Medica.

TERRA MEdicA – wHERE 
ScHwABE GROwS iTS OwN 
MEdiciNAl PlANTS

AdvERTORiAl
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A s Pakistan joined the rest of the world this year to 
battle the coronavirus, most of us have experienced 
tragic strokes of fate among our families, colleagues 
or friends.

Zain Ali, 30, lives in Mardan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), and is 
a bus driver. He is the only breadwinner and tries his very best to 
send his five daughters to school. Suddenly it happened that Zain 
Ali got infected by Covid-19 while suffering from a pre-existing 
respiratory illness. He was taken to various hospitals but nobody 
was treating him. His condition started deteriorating and the 
family rushed him to Mardan Medical Complex where he was 
admitted for treatment and his life got saved. They could afford 
his treatment due to the “Sehat card”.  

The Sehat card is the result of a flagship project, financed by 
Germany through KfW Development Bank. KfW supported the 
design and the piloting of the social health insurance scheme to 
cover hospital services for the poorest part of the population in 
selected districts of KP and Gilgit Baltistan. The project started in 
2016 and was later extended to all districts in KP by the provincial 
government. The government recently announced the extension of 
the scheme to the whole population. KfW is now assisting to pilot 
the coverage of outpatient services under the scheme helping the 
government to achieve universal health coverage. A digitalisation 
programme for the health insurance is also in preparation. 

The German government has a history of supporting Pakistan’s 
development including healthcare since 1961. In the past, Germany 
through KfW has funded 15 regional blood centres across Pakistan. 
Further financial support has gone towards the construction of 

hospitals including the financing of medical equipment in regions 
like Azad Jammu and Kashmir, KP and Gilgit-Baltistan.

Together with KfW, partners such as Family Planning 
Association of Pakistan, Greenstar, DKT and the Aga Khan 
Foundation also joined hands to facilitate population control and 
to create jobs for unemployed women in the health sector.

All this support aims at developing an efficient healthcare 
system providing access and quality services to the entire 
population. It does not need the current Covid-19 pandemic to 
prove its importance. 

As I reflect back on the German cooperation on healthcare 
in Pakistan, I feel proud to be associated with an initiative that 
has made a valuable contribution to improving lives, notably of 
women and children in need.

PROMOTiNG HEAlTHcARE, 
SAviNG livES

dR MASUMA ZAidi
Senior Project Coordinator for the Health Sector, KfW
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The Federal Foreign Office of the Federal Republic 
of Germany organised a week’s Information Tour 
for women entrepreneurs and sector experts from 
15 countries around the world to Berlin, in last 

week of June 2019. The objective was to share learnings on 
the kind of challenges which women entrepreneurs face in 
Germany and the ecosystem that exists to support growth 
of women entrepreneurship and female professionals. 
For this purpose, meetings were organised with business, 
political, government, research, civil society stakeholders 
and successful women entrepreneurs. 

Having been involved for last decade in encouraging 
collaborations between women business groups, I was 
honoured to represent Pakistan and gain from this unique 
opportunity to share experiences with German counterparts 
in their role as thought leaders and ‘multipliers’. The group 
of women themselves were an amazing mix of old and 
young from South America, North America, Europe, Asia 
and Africa, many of whom are creating change for women 
professionals in their countries.

In one week I learnt more than I could ever imagine 
about Germany and each of these inspiring women leaders 
from 15 different countries. The open conversations, honest 
and diverse exchange of ideas, the modesty of all leaders 
whom we met, the earnestness to share, left a deep impact. 

Germany is a role model in social innovation. We 
visited innovative cooperatives like WeiberWirtschaft 

and Schokofabrik, started by visionary women, which 
included small businesses, social agencies, and industry 
training facilities. At the Federal Ministry of Economic 
Affairs, we learnt about federal and state government 
initiatives to support female founders and encourage 
investment in women-led businesses. We had brilliant 
discussions with the German Chamber of Commerce 
and the inspiring VdU - German national association of 
women entrepreneurs.

We visited the Bundestag, the German Parliament, and 
met members from diverse political parties. Exchanges on 
democracy, rule of law and role of women dominated the 
frank discussions. During the visit to the Foreign Federal 
Office, we learnt more about German foreign policy and 
its role in EU.

In addition, visits to remnants of the Berlin Wall, the 
Holocaust memorial, the Bundestag and other historical 
attractions, developed a deep respect for the way Germany 
has dealt with its past and approaches the future as 
a conscientious, powerful, caring nation that values 
innovation, fairness and collaboration. 

I left Berlin with a deep sense of gratitude for the 
learnings and strong bonds of friendship developed 
between the groups and felt hopeful at witnessing excellent 
examples of German innovation and support for women 
entrepreneurs and a willingness to share best practices 
across borders.

wOMEN iN BUSiNESS – AN 
iNSPiRATiONAl TOUR 

YASMiN HAidER
CEO of New World Concepts, President of Pakistan Women Enterpreneurs Network for Trade 
& Advisor to the Board, Special Olympics Pakistan
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Ration distribution

In collaboration with two NGOs – JDC and ARTS 
Foundation – ration was distributed to families severely 
affected by the lockdown during the Covid-19 pandemic in 
Hyderabad and Mirpurkhas. 

M icro Projects are a part of our support 
programme for the local communities in 
our administrative districts, Sindh and 
Balochistan. With the help of this scheme the 

German Consulate General aspires to improve the social and 
economic situation of less privileged groups by providing 
financial support for specific projects. The focus of these 
projects is mainly on improving the health and education 
sector or providing basic communal amenities like clean 
drinking water, renewable energy etc. All the projects 
supported by us have to be self-sustainable in the long run.   

This year has been challenging for everyone due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. In addition to our usual support in the 
above-mentioned sectors we also provided ration during the 
lockdown to the severely affected families in Hyderabad and 
Mirpurkhas.

The following picture collage will provide an insight into 
the projects supported by us in 2019/2020.

dawood Gobal Foundation

The German Consulate General supported Dawood 
Gobal Foundation in setting up a full blown training hall for 
womenpreneurs. Room fixtures, furniture and other equipment 
were provided to set up a well-functioning work space. 

The care

The NGO, The CARE, installed 35 pumps in different 
villages in district Sanghar in order to provide safe and clean 
water to the inhabitants of these villages.

MicRO PROJEcTS ScHEME
SHAZiA SHAikH
Development and Economic Cooperation Department, German Consulate General, 
Karachi
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lifeline christian School

Furniture for science lab, school library as well as furnishing 
and classroom equipment were provided with our grant for 
the Lifeline Christian School in Sukkur.

St. Pius x Minor Seminary
Funds were provided to the St. Pius X Minor Seminary in 

Karachi to upgrade their school library and washroom facilities. 

catholic Board of Education, quetta

Computers were bought for four schools in Quetta and Sibbi 
under the umbrella of the Catholic Board of Education, Quetta. 

Tree Planting at the Urban Forest (clifton, karachi)

As our contribution for making Pakistan green, saplings 
were planted at a First Urban Forest Park in Clifton Karachi.

Burns centre karachi

14 patient monitors were installed at the ICU unit at the 
Burns Centre Karachi to improve the quality of patient care 
at these units. 

SANA Public School and The Garage School

Funds were provided to a small school in Keamari to 
upgrade their basic infrastructure and school facilities. 
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Five years are coming to an end and when I arrived in 
June 2015 in Karachi I did not know how exciting and 
inspiring my stay in Pakistan would turn out. To leave the 
country – especially in these hard times – saddens me. But 

your amazing country and its people will stay close to my heart.
I am glad to have witnessed the cultural revival of the last 

years, the return of festivals and the birth of two arts biennials, 
Karachi and Lahore. I am grateful to our partners who have 
facilitated our joint projects and who we were able to support at 
the National Academy of Performing Arts, the literature festivals 
KLF, LLF and Adab, Vasl Artists’ Association, the Arts Council in 
Karachi, PNCA, Alhamra Arts Council, IVS, T2F, Pakistan Chowk 
Community Center, Commune Artist Colony, Karachi Biennale 
Trust, Lahore Biennale Foundation and Khanabadosh Writers’ Café 
in Hyderabad to name some of them. 

It truly delights me that many of our guests coming from 
Germany were also enthused by Pakistan, and are now 
promoting your country in Germany, such as writers Christoph 
Peters, José Oliver and Ilija Trojanow, musicians Wolfgang 
Haffner, musicians brothers Teichmann and artists Johannes 
Paul Raether and Miro Craemer.

We had stunning dance performances with Meg Stuart, Anja 
Konjetzky, Brigel Gjoka, and David Brandstätter, and through 
concerts from Jazz to electronic music (Karachi Files with 12 
musicians), we brought the German pavilion of the Venice Biennale 
and other exhibitions by ifa to Karachi. Exhibitions such as “The 
Outsiders” on subcultures in Pakistan at Amin Gulgee Gallery 
and “Is it possible to live outside of language?”, curated by Aziz 
Sohail at IVS had lasting impacs. Projects such as Urbanities, 

Arrival City and Karachi Beach Radio were tackling questions of 
urban space, arts, migration and environment. The Goethe Institut 
maintained good relations with the sprawling gallery scene and 
first class universities. Several projects were organized with the 
Alliance Française and an agreement to found a cluster of the EU 
National Institutes for Culture (EUNIC) is underway. In 2019 we 
collaborated with the Dawood Foundation and started the first 
Science Film Festival in Pakistan that will continue in the next years. 

One of the lasting memories will be the concerts by Cyminology 
in Lahore, Islamabad and Karachi. The lmead singer Cymin 
Samawatie mesmerised the audience with her songs in Persian. 
“Winterreise”, Schubert’s song cycle for Soprano and piano, 
performed by a dancer, followed this year and became the last event 
before the crisis. Corona had hit the cultural scene enormously and 
we had invited female intellectuals to reflect on a post-corona-time 
in our blog “Day-Afterthoughts” on our website.

A PiEcE OF GERMAN cUlTURE 
BROUGHT TO PAkiSTAN 

STEFAN wiNklER
Director, Goethe Institut Pakistan

© Goethe Institut Pakistan

© Goethe Institut Pakistan
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I n 2019, the number of German learners at the Goethe Institut 
increased by 30 per cent as compared to 20 per cent in the 
year before. In 2020, we were expecting a further increase 
in these numbers but our expectations were cut short by the 

Covid-19 pandemic. As a consequence, we had to cancel all our 
classes in the first week of March. 

Our head office in Germany reacted timely as the pandemic 
unfolded and organised an online training schedule for our 
teachers. This was received in the second week of March, and 
by the third week training for online teaching software was well 
underway.  The basic crux of the training sessions bordered on 
using different tools to make the teaching of the German language 
interactive and engaging for students.

We announced the commencement of our online classes from 
the 1st of April with the explicit purpose of catering to our teaching 
responsibilities. Apart from small technical issues, the classes went 
really well, however, a minority of students found it difficult to 
complete the course work primarily due to personal reasons.

After successfully completing the semester, we announced 
admissions for the new term and offered a 10 per cent discount on 
all our courses in the online-live format. Initially, the response was 
miniscule as potential applicants were sceptic about the concept 

of online learning. However, applicants leaving for Germany for 
higher education and/or professional pursuits found it convenient 
to attempt from the Goethe Institut Pakistan. The online sessions 
also came as a blessing for students living in smaller cities and 
towns as well as peripheries of Karachi. Such students found a 
timely opportunity to learn German by qualified teachers of the 
Goethe Institut Pakistan.

Student enrolment improved by 40 per cent in July and 
August which indicates the trust and satisfaction in quality 
online teaching at the Goethe Institut Pakistan. By the time you 
are reading this article, hopefully we would have started offering 
regular German classes at our campus in Karachi, but on the 
request of many students we will also continue to offer online 
German classes as well.

A very good news for the people who live in and around 
Islamabad is that we are also planning to initiate German classes in 
the city. These will commence as soon as the government decrees 
the resumption of normal operations in educational institutions 
all across Pakistan. 

For further details please visit our website: Goethe.de/Pakistan 
or follow us on Facebook and Instagram.

MAN MUSS diE diNGE NEHMEN, 
wiE SiE kOMMEN

iRFAN SAMAd kHAN
Head of the Language Department, Goethe Institut Pakistan

TRANSLATION: “YOU HAVE TO TAKE THINGS THE WAY THEY COME.”

© Goethe Institut
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P ASCH is a global network of about 2000 schools 
in 120 countries that has a mission of promoting 
the learning of the German language. The acronym 
stands for "Schools: Partners for the Future" 

initiative. This is a collaborative initiative of the Federal 
Foreign Office, together with the Goethe Institut (GI), the 
German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) and other 
educational institutions.

In Pakistan, PASCH has been active from 2009 with seven 
schools in Karachi, Islamabad, Rawalpindi, Lahore and 
Peshawar and the Goethe Institut is the main organiser 
of all PASCH events. This year started with a two weeks’ 
youth camp in Berlin-Wannsee which was part of a new 
concept: students from Pakistan interacted with students 
from Germany. We then moved on to our yearly PASCH 
children’s film festival in February. Then came Covid-19! 
And we had to very quickly adapt ourselves to the virtual 
world! Thanks to the tremendous support by our Regional 
Office and our fellow colleagues in South Asia, we were 
able to offer our young German learners in Pakistan many 
exciting and fun-filled projects such as the Hitzefreichallenge 
– a  music video challenge organised by the German music 
group ERFINDENKER; the environmental sustainability 
video project – “Fridays for Future” in which 50 students 
from Pakistan participated and many were among the top 
20 videos. Moreover, the first and second group video prize 
also went to Pakistan!  

A joint initiative of the PASCH-coordinators of Pakistan 
and Iran was a photo competition where students had to 
take pictures of things they observed during the pandemic. 
Another exciting regional project for students here is the 
digital art project – Art knows no borders.

For the first time ever a digital youth camp was organised 
where Pakistani students interacted with young German 
learners from all over the world. Another premiere was the 
virtual International German Olympiad – the world’s biggest 
German language competition – our students were a part of it. 

PASCH students also participated in two essay competitions  
one of them being “I have a dream” organised by the Federal 
Foreign Office, Berlin. 

Activities were not only for students but also for our 
German language teachers who were engaged in monthly 
teacher training and workshop sessions in order to enhance 
their teaching, language and methodical skills. 

Covid-19 didn’t stop us; rather it made us more productive 
than ever! We discovered many new digital formats and 
online tools that made us realise that the virtual world can 
also be interactive and creative.  

We can confidently say that with the help of our 
teachers, our partner schools and the strong support of 
parents and students we were able to adjust ourselves to 
a new reality and with a new colleague in our team we 
will intensify and expand our collaboration with schools 
offering German language.

wHAT iS THE PAScH iNiTiATivE?

MAHA A. JAFAREY
Pasch-Coordinator Goethe Institut Pakistan 
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When the curtains came down in March 
to a very well-received performance of 
Schubert’s “Winterreise” in which star ballet 
dancer Istvan Simon, soprano Juliane Banse 

and pianist Alexander Krichel enthralled their audience in 
Lahore, little did the team of the German Cultural Centre 
Lahore, otherwise known as the Annemarie-Schimmel-
Haus, know that the lights would stay out for all its 
cultural events for the better part of 2020. This was of 
course, due to the outbreak of the Coronavirus pandemic 
in Pakistan.

The year had started out so well with a variety of 
cultural events organised at different venues in the city.

An international exhibition by the German foreign 
ministry “World of Cultures” was shown against the 
beautiful backdrop of the Diwan-e-Aam at the Lahore 
Fort, a writers’ workshop with Palestinian writer Adania 
Shibli took place at Olomopolo and several poetry 
sessions in partnership with “Joy of Urdu” were held at 
our premises.

Till further notice, the institute was closed along with 
all other educational institutions in March. And the 
German language programme came to a halt.

Realising the need of the hour, teaching was proactively 
switched from live classes to an online platform and 
ever since, there has been no looking back. The students’ 
reaction was positive as they got an opportunity to 
continue learning and preparing for their exams while 

waiting for the world to re-open.
Once the educational institutions in the country are 

re-opened, students will be able to sit for their regular 
language examinations once again. These are organised 
on a monthly basis in collaboration with our cooperation 
partner, the Goethe Institut.

Meanwhile, the German language instructors attend 
comprehensive monthly workshops conducted by 
international trainers, in order to deal with the switch 
to an online environment. Additionally, at online get-
togethers, they meet up with their colleagues from around 
the globe. 

As our younger audience is very close to our hearts, 
throughout this time we endeavoured to entertain 
them by way of our PASCH partner school programme. 
This included regularly-held online competitions and 
workshops including a photography competition, a film 
project on sustainability and the environment, quizzes 
and a digital art workshop, among others.

Although our cultural events will likely remain online 
for the rest of the year, we plan to hold online film and 
script-writing workshops, lectures and poetry readings, 
as well as German film screenings. 

The Annemarie-Schimmel-Haus’s main aim is the 
promotion of a bilateral dialogue between Pakistan and 
Germany. And while this unprecedented time has thrown 
a huge challenge at us, we are more than committed and 
engaged to continue our efforts. 

STANdiNG THE TEST OF TiME
NAURiN AHMAd-ZAki
Director of the Annemarie-Schimmel-Haus 

http://www.goethe.de/karachi
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I n August 2010, Said Nazir shared the fate of three million other 
people when he left the former Federally Administered Tribal 
Areas (FATA). After supporting the government to establish 
the first radio station in Khyber district in former FATA in 

2006, he co-founded his own media organisation, the Tribal News 
Network (TNN), in 2013. Since then, TNN has empowered the local 
population with reliable and balanced information in Pashto. The biggest 
challenge remains the sustainability of TNN’s work. By applying for the 
CrossCulture Programme by ifa, the German Institute for Foreign 
Cultural Relations, Said Nazir hoped to find solutions. 

I came to Berlin in October 2019 to start my three-month 
fellowship with Thomson Media (TM), an organisation that works 
in media development and follows a very business-led approach. 
As I was looking for support in business development and 
strategic planning, it was a natural fit. Together with Thomson’s 
development manager, Christine Liehr, we started working on 
first project ideas. While working under her direction, I enhanced 
my proposal writing skills and learned about monitoring and 
evaluation tools to measure the impact of projects.

TM also introduced me to the German Federal Press 
Conference, which takes place three times a week. Whereas 
in Pakistan only one spokesperson explains and defends 
government policies, here spokespersons from the government 
and ministries are available for questions. It was a nice surprise 
and honour for me that the speaker warmly welcomed me in 
his opening remarks. 

The fellowship offered me multiple networking and 
professional development opportunities. Many valuable contacts 
followed from my participation in the FoME-Symposium 
Rethinking Media Development held at Deutsche Welle in Bonn. 
At a conference of Reporters Without Borders, I had the chance 
to exchange with exiled journalists about their experiences of 
integrating into western societies. Coming from a conflict zone, 
I am particularly interested in their assistance programme for 
endangered journalists.

The growing awareness of Germans for climate change issues 
made me participate in the Parents for Future demonstration 
in Berlin which called for more climate friendly policies. It 
sensitized me to the point that I bought a hybrid car upon my 
return to Pakistan. 

TNN’s cooperation with ifa was further strengthened this year 
with a successful application for the CCP Synergy Programme. 
Since the funding cannot be used for its initial purpose due 
to Covid-19, we will invest into TNN’s digital infrastructure. 
Besides grant funding, TM supported me in developing strategic 
plans for commercial revenue to achieve sustainability for TNN.  

We also received funding from ifa’s zivik programme to 
increase women’s political participation in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
and assess media consumption habits of women. Based on the 
results, we are training 12 female journalists to produce inclusive 
and relevant programmes for our new Mardan radio station. 

I am proud to be part of the vibrant and diverse CCP 
community and I hope to use my new connections, both to CCP 
fellows and German organisations, to the benefit of our countries.

For further details: www.ifa.de/crossculture

FOllOwiNG THE BEAT 
Said Nazir Presenting TNN work in refugees conference at DWA

©ifa/CCP
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Germany is one of the most sought after destinations 
for Pakistani students. Even in times of the novel 
coronavirus, the various study and research 
opportunities offered by Germany’s higher 

education institutes still exert a strong pull on Pakistani 
students and researchers.

Certainly, many of those who are planning on going to 
Germany this year or next year feel unsettled by the insecure 
situation caused by so many open questions the solution 
of which would be crucial for knowing where to put the 
next step. When will my university re-open? When will my 
programme start? Will my programme start with online-
teaching or face-to-face lectures? What if I cannot travel to 
Germany on time due to travel restrictions? How will I find 
accommodation?

After the ease in lockdown of all educational institutions 
in Germany, schools and universities have started to re-
open now. Of course, they have set up certain precautionary 
measures against the spread of the coronavirus. You will find 
different solutions to deal with the current pandemic situation 
in different universities, cities and federal states of Germany. 
The new rules and measures are again subject to change 
depending on the increase or decrease of new corona cases. 

For newcomers to Germany, this situation might look 

very confusing and frustrating. Students and researchers 
planning on going to Germany, who feel stuck at a 
certain point, should know that there are many places 
where they can seek help and guidance. The international 
offices and the “Studentenwerk” of the universities can 
provide information for on-going international students 
and also provide practical help, for instance with finding 
accommodation. 

It goes without saying that they are also welcome to contact 
us at the DAAD Information Centre in Islamabad. Within 
Pakistan, the DAAD Information Centre Islamabad is the 
central gateway for students and researchers interested in 
going to Germany. In line with our concept “Change by 
Exchange”, we aim to increase the academic exchange and 
collaboration between Pakistan and Germany. We believe 
that exchange supports mutual understanding, and that 
international cooperation plays a big part in enhancing 
political and social progress. Our goal is to attract even more 
students and researchers from both countries to discover the 
opportunities and perspectives of the other side - even in 
times of the novel coronavirus.

For more information, please view our website, or contact us via 
e-mail or phone.

STUdYiNG iN GERMANY iN 
cORONA TiMES

iNGE iqBAl
Resident Director, DAAD Information Center Islamabad
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As a PhD student, I decided one afternoon to 
explore my supervisor's academic genealogy 
and was happy to find Carl Friedrich Gauss 
among my academic ancestors, a German flag 

next to his name. The academic lineage of my other advisor 
who hails from Russia also featured Germany heavily. The 
same pattern is observed for some recent Turing award 
winners whom I looked up and, conclusively for me, for 
Alan Turing, the father of computer science.

Many of the pioneers and greats, in STEM - Einstein, 
Hertz, Planck, Heisenberg, Leibniz, Jacobi, Gauss, Kepler, 
Helmholtz - or humanities and social sciences - Marx, 
Hegel, Kant, Nietzsche, Schopenhauer, Humboldt, 
Heidegger, Goethe, Frege, Schiller - hail from Germany. 
Our own Allama Iqbal completed his doctoral studies in 
Germany.

But Germany does not rest on its laurels, reminiscing on 
days of yore. It powers on as a leader in the advancement 
of knowledge. Germany is synonymous world over with 
high tech, precision engineering and it features consistently 
in the affiliations of Nobel laureates. The de facto measure 
of contribution to knowledge is publication in noted 
academic journals and there is hardly any journal which 
does not feature significant contributions from Germany. 

In fact, Germany consistently hosts many such events 
through various platforms, e.g. the many retreats at Schloss 
Dagstuhl and the Heidelberg Laureate forum.

In my nine years in Germany, I experienced some of the 
systems that enable such contributions. I found a culture 
of intellectual inquiry. My fellow researchers investigated 
new phenomena to their fundamentals–I was shell shocked 
at the highly mathematical treatment of my own computer 
science studies. Academics are celebrated and past scholars 
live on through monuments and universities. My own 
academic affiliations - Max Planck Institut and Friedrich 
Schiller Universität - are named after some of these greats. 
Industry sees universities as partners in research. The 
government takes responsibility for education–almost all 
universities are state run and virtually free to attend for 
everyone, there are many national research organizations 
like Max Planck Society, Fraunhofer Society, and Helmholtz 
Centers. Prestigious prizes like Leibniz celebrate research 
and organizations like German Research Foundation 
support research through various grant initiatives and 
include researchers from anywhere in the world.

When my students ask me for graduate school options, I 
happily recommend Germany to them so that they too may 
partake in this culture of academic advancement.

A cUlTURE OF ExcEllENcE iN THE 
AdvANcEMENT OF kNOwlEdGE

dR wAqAR SAlEEM
Associate Professor of Computer Science and Assistant Dean of Dhanani School of 
Science and Engineering at Habib University
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Germany offers excellent conditions for innovations. 
Deutschland.de presents three scientists and their 
research areas.

Dr Tian Qui is researching sensors and micro-
robotic systems for medical purposes. He heads a new unit 
founded at the University of Stuttgart in July 2019. The 
Biomedical Microsystems Unit belongs to the Cyber Valley 
Research Group in southern Baden-Württemberg. “Our work 
focuses on the development of autonomous systems that can 
independently work their way through tissues,” explains the 
engineer from China, who came to the Max Planck Institute for 
Intelligent Systems in Stuttgart to research for a PhD. Qui and his 
colleagues are the first team in the world to successfully navigate 
a nanorobot through the vitreous body of a pig’s eye. In the 
future this robot should be able to deliver medications to the 
precise place in the body where they are needed.

In the department of Digital Health – Personalized Medicine at 
the Hasso Plattner Institute (HPI) in Potsdam, research is being 
carried out into new possibilities of digitization for medicine 
of the future. Dr Hanna Drimalla is working as a postdoctoral 
researcher at the HPI. She is a psychologist and computer scientist 
whose specialist area is risk factors related to psychological 
illnesses. “We are currently investigating whether it is possible 
to measure stress reactions, such as the rise in cortisol levels in the 
body, in relation to micro-changes in the volume and frequency of 
the human voice,” she explains. An initial pilot study has already 
been completed, with very promising results.

The pace of personalized medicine is rapidly increasing. 
This development is particularly visible in the area of medical 
implants. Dr Theodor Doll is researching in this area at the 
Fraunhofer Institute for Toxicology and Experimental Medicine 
(ITEM) in Hanover. Together with his team, Dr Doll has 
developed a trailblazing 3D printing procedure that enables 
the production of medical silicone rubber. Dr Doll, who is also 
Professor for Biomaterials Engineering at the Hanover Medical 
School, is proud of ITEM’s interdisciplinary approach. “We’re 

not only working on the materials, we’re also focusing on the 
development of smart implants, with an all-embracing view of 
the scientific, regulatory and societal implications.”

To see the full article visit https://www.deutschland.de/en/
topic/business/medicine-for-the-future-research-in-robotics-and-ai 

 For further information on Germany and current topics visit 
https://www.deutschland.de/en

MEdicAl iNNOvATiONS FROM 
GERMANY

The pace of personalized medicine is rapidly 
increasing. This development is particularly 
visible in the area of medical implants. Dr 
Theodor Doll is researching in this area at 
the Fraunhofer Institute for Toxicology and 
Experimental Medicine (ITEM) in Hanover. 
Together with his team, Dr Doll has developed a 
trailblazing 3D printing procedure that enables 
the production of medical silicone rubber.
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Never in the history of humanity was science 
and technology so promptly deployed to face 
a global pandemic (HIV versus SARS-Cov-2). 
Many countries of the world were successfully 

able to “transform this calamity into an opportunity”. The 
pandemic exposed the importance of good governance, 
social justice, investment in health and education, and most 
importantly indigenous capacity building in science and 
technology.

This pandemic has brought the attention of decision makers 
to various critical failures, such as cooperation between the 
nations was at an all time low. The least developed countries 
were left on their own to handle a health, social and economic 
crises of an unparalleled magnitude. Many countries were 
forced to achieve national self-reliance in the production of 
PPEs, facial masks, gloves, respirators, sanitizers, disinfectants, 
test kits, etc. Many countries, including Pakistan, for the 
first time in their histories, started developing their own 
biomedical and bio-analytical equipment, including Pakistan 
(ventilators, PCRs machines, etc.). 

The German response against Covid-19 has emerged as a 
best practice because of a well-coordinated policy and prompt 
actions, led by Chancellor Angela Merkel as a visionary and 
compassionate leader. German strengths include a well-
developed and endowed health care system, deployment 
of advanced diagnostic and treatment technologies, and 
a good governance system. The existence of research and 
pathological laboratories, and longstanding global leadership 
in virology and biomedical research has helped Germany 

to develop first rapid Covid-19 test. On top of it, the social 
behaviour and sense of responsibility of German citizens and 
a vibrant Government-Public liaison, formed the basis of 
German success in containing the spread of the virus through 
testing, tracking and treating. 

Pakistan in proximity of Iran and China, the epicentres 
of Covid-19 in the beginning, has faced a health challenge 
disproportionately large for its weak health care system. 
Declaration of Covid-19 as a pandemic by the WHO and its 
critical geographical location has forced the Government of 
Pakistan to take immediate and severe steps to stop further 
transmission of the virus in the country.  These included the 
establishment of NCOC (National Command and Operation 
Center) in PM secretariat, incorporating scientists and 
health care professionals into the decision-making process, 
civil-military partnerships for the production of PEPs and 
other items, tax incentives on the production and import of 
biomedical equipment, urgent financial help to over 1.774 
million families through "Ehsaas" programme, smart lock 
down strategy, etc. Because of these timely and regimented 
efforts, Pakistan has emerged as an example of a responsible 
country in the developing world amidst the global pandemic. 

In the post Covid-19 pandemic era, basic necessities such as 
education, food, nutrition, health, clean water, sanitation, etc. 
should receive highest priorities in global and national agendas. 
At the national level, Pakistan's long term preparedness against 
future health challenges requires a long term planning, and its 
bipartisan implementation. The best way forward is to adapt the 
best practices, where Germany stands tall.

lESSONS PAkiSTAN cAN lEARN FROM 
GERMANY dURiNG THE PANdEMic

© picture alliance/dpa| Peter Endig

PROF dR MUHAMMAd iqBAl cHOUdHARY

dR HiNA SiddiqUi
Director ICCBS

Associate Professor, HEJ Research Institute of Chemistry
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From visiting cattle farms to watching kale 
grown from fish poop in an urban farm through 
hydroponics; to sampling ice cream made from the 
purest and freshest milk ever; or witnessing first 

hand a vending machine dispensing one litre milk after 
putting in just one euro at a farm; being among hundreds 
on the pavement as hundreds of colourful tractors 
chugged past you on the streets of Berlin and some 27,000 
farmers and citizens holding demonstrations demanding 
environment-friendly and animal-friendly agriculture, I 
am happy to report that the 85th International Green Week 
or Grüne Woche in German, held from January 17 to 26, 
I witnessed early this year, was a meaningful and diverse 
food and farming event with lots of colour and fun as well, 
and my very first.  

Taking place since 1926 (96 years now), I was very kindly 
invited by the German Foreign Office (along with 18 men 
and women from as far as Brazil to Morocco to Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka) which had also arranged visits to farms, 
meetings with government officials, environmentalists and 
academics for a wholesome experience.  

Still, the highlight of the event was the pavilions at the 
exhibition grounds in the Charlottenburg-Wilmersdorf 
precinct of  Berlin. Easy to get lost in the labyrinth of 
hundreds of food stalls from around the world as well 
as Germany's rural regions to show off their wares in the 
capital, there was food, drinks and produce related to 

agriculture and lots of free sampling as well as restaurant-
style dining.

This year it was attended by more than 1,800 exhibitors 
from 72 countries. Pakistan, which has so much to offer in 
terms of its agricultural produce, especially when it comes 
to fruit, was sorely missed. 

For me the demonstrations on the street of Berlin by 
farmers were more exciting. Dr Peter H. Feindt, head of 
agriculture and food policy group at Berlin’s Humboldt 
University, explained to me that the country had seen a 
series of protests since September last by farmers who feel 
they were not being listened to and that ecological reforms 
had gone too far. Since 2005, they said, an estimated 130,000 
farms in Germany have closed.

That may be so, but there are ordinary citizens like 
Nathalie Schlehzilla who were resolute that farmers needed 
to change the way they did farming. She did not want to 
eat food that was laced with an insecticide used by farmers 
to kill weed in the fields. She also wanted farmers to treat 
animals with compassion and not to kill the male chickens.

At the opening of the IGW, therefore, Germany’s agriculture 
minister, Julia Klockner urged both sides not to stoke alarmism 
and hysteria and to look for new solutions. She also asked 
that though consumers keep expecting high quality food but 
when it came to paying for it, they were reluctant. But with 
the pandemic, it seems many things will change; even the 
farmer's problems as well as consumers outlook.

RESTRicT USE OF PESTicidE, TREAT 
ANiMAlS wiTH kiNdNESS

ZOFEEN T. EBRAHiM
Freelance Journalist

© picture alliance / dpa Themendienst | Franziska Gabbert
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ZARRAR kHUHRO
Journalist and Host of Zara Hut Kay

T here is nothing new about fake news: the 
scourge of wilful misinformation has been a part 
of human history from the time the first Cro-
Magnon falsely accused a Neanderthal of stealing 

his mammoth meat. What’s different now, of course, is the 
speed and scale at which fake news disseminates; what is 
truly dangerous is the way it has been weaponised across 
the world by state and non-state actors.

The international scale of this was brought home to me 
on a trip to Germany where I had the honour of meeting 
fellow journalists from across the world and was struck by 
the fact that – to one extent or another – we all struggled 
with similar issues. And given the focus of this visit, 
there was no more pressing issue than dealing with the 
onslaught of fake news.

Some have it worse than others. My Cameroonian 
colleague reported that in the civil war that ravages her 
country fake news is a weapon of war, used liberally by 
the duelling sides to target each other and spread chaos 
among rival groups and populations. Conflict of any sort 
provides fertile ground for such activities, and while a 
civil war is an extreme example, political and ideological 
conflict also provides opportunities for exploitation.

From Brazil to Israel to Pakistan and India, fake news 
has become the go-to tool for political actors and others 
to sway public opinion by subverting fact and repeating 
a lie so often that – in public perception – it becomes the 
truth. How does one tackle the Big Lie, especially when 
its proponents are in the habit of calling those who call 
out their lies as being liars themselves?

THE BiG liE

My Cameroonian colleague reported 
that in the civil war that ravages her 
country fake news is a weapon of war, 
used liberally by the duelling sides 
to target each other and spread chaos 
among rival groups and populations. 
Conflict of any sort provides fertile 
ground for such activities, and while a 
civil war is an extreme example, political 
and ideological conflict also provides 
opportunities for exploitation.

© picture alliance / ZB | Sascha Steinach
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E ven if you’re not well-versed in European classical 
music, you must’ve heard those famous beautifully 
composed high-pitched notes used in movies such 
as Cat on a Hot Tin Roof and Austin Powers. It’s 

Beethoven’s ‘Symphony 5’. He was one of those rare composers 
who could make the most unmusical of person listen to music 
with rapt attention.

Though his exact date of birth is not known, Ludwig van 
Beethoven was baptised on December 17, 1770, in Bonn, 
Germany. He was born into a family of musicians. His 
grandfather, Ludwig van Beethoven (same name, don’t be 
confused) was a musician from Mechelen, Austria, who came to 
Bonn at the age of 21. He had one son Johann, who was a court 
musician and gave keyboard and violin lessons to students.

Johann and his wife Maria Magdalena had seven children out 
of which four died in infancy. Beethoven was second born. He 
had a profound interest in melody and rhythm from an early 
age. His first teacher was his father. But he was unnecessarily 
strict with him, something that kept the little Beethoven 
disturbed for the most part of his life. The teacher who taught 
him the finer points of composing music was a court organist 
Christian Gottlob Neefe, when the little man had barely entered 
his teens. When his father succumbed to excessive alcoholism 
and the family became financially challenged, Beethoven joined 
the court as an assistant organist. And from then on his road to 
immortality began.

In 1792, Beethoven left for Vienna where the great Joseph 

Haydn ruled the roost as the top composer. In Vienna, alongside 
the likes of Haydn, Beethoven further honed his skills. On March 
29, 1795, he made his first public appearance as a musician. He 
went on to give to the world memorable compositions such 
as ‘Symphony 9’, ‘Piano Sonata 21’ and ‘String Quarter 15’. 
Unfortunately, during this time he struggled with deafness, 
and yet managed to hear and make music… with the help of 
his beautiful heart.

Beethoven died on March 16, 1827. To commemorate his 250th 
birth anniversary, an event had been planned in Germany which 
was to carry on from December 16, 2019 to December 17, 2020. 
But due to the uncontrollable global spread of the coronavirus 
pandemic, the celebrations were affected. 

REMEMBERiNG lUdwiG vAN 
BEETHOvEN

PEERZAdA SAlMAN
Journalist
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MAGicAl cHRiSTMAS MARkETS

iSlAMABAd
In 2019, the German Embassy in Islamabad arranged a 

‘Christmas Market’ for charity. Being a traditional part 
of German culture during Christmas season, it attracted 
a large number of visitors. Among them were members 
of the diplomatic corps, United Nations officials and the 
local people. Ambassador Schlagheck was grateful to the 
girls’ choir from Saint Mary school and to Santa Claus who 
brought gifts for the children.
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kARAcHi
Every year the German 

Consulate General in Karachi 
organizes a traditional 
German “Weihnachtsmarkt”. 
The team of the German 
Consulate General in 
Karachi is thankful to all 
the stall-holders for their 
great work in last year ’s 
event. The donations 
collected in 2019 were given 
to Depilex Smile Again and 
Darulsukun. For information 
on such future events keep 
following our social media 
pages.
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I t is very unusual to hear that 
there exists a teddy museum, 
but why so? A simple answer 
is that there are people who 

would want to be a child again 
and fly back in time. Of course, a 
wonder world for the kids. The 
Steiff Museum serves it well! I 
have worked numerous years 
with plush toys and teddy bears 
are a part of my life, but the Steiff 
museum always fascinates me as 
the museum contains the decades-
old wonderful displays of Steiff 
creations. Huge bear or a tiny 
monkey just amazes me with the 
fine feel, and the care given in producing them is exceptional.

Make sure a guided tour is taken. It provides an 
opportunity to be educated about the history of the animals 
and how astonishingly the moving creatures are produced 
into toys when there was no technology. It takes you back in 
time when you were a kid and had a dream to be surrounded 
by adorable stuffed animals. Seeing a pensioner adoring the 
toys would be a joy in itself! They even have a shop where 
you can purchase a toy for yourself and believe me you 

would not want to leave without 
buying one.

On the other side, to my 
experience, I would also not forget 
to mention the Kurfürstendamm in 
Berlin, an iconic place to enjoy the 
ambience of a big city, strolling, and 
shopping; a high street which homes 
the Europe’s biggest ultra-premier 
departmental store – The KaDeWe. 
You can also see the well-known 
Kaiser Wilhelm church, an anti-war 
memorial, which represents peace 
and reconciliation.

In winters, you will see Christmas 
market stalls which itself is 

spellbinding, it always gives me a feel of old times. Grab a 
coffee and just relax! It is the best illuminated place in entire 
Berlin during Christmas. Whether it is winter or summer, 
there is a lot to see and do and easy to get around. Berlin zoo 
is also nearby so you can spend plenty of time sightseeing in 
the area. You are in the centre of Berlin! Kurfürstendamm in 
Berlin has something for people of all ages. One cannot just 
sum up the diverse array of brand stores and experiences 
along the avenue of Kurfürstendamm in just one article.

kURFüRSTENdAMM – AN icONic PlAcE 
TO ENJOY iN BERliN

Ali MUHAMMAd BAlOcH
Chief Operating Officer of Ziqi Toys
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“P akistan lacks Innovation 
in Food Industry and 
dependent on imported 
products, this is due 

to lack of Research & Development 
taking place in country and industrial 
level. We are working together with all 
food manufacturers as a trusted partner 
to develop a customized solution at 
our Stern Technology Center based 
in Ahrensburg, Germany & using the 
know-how of 100 R&D Specialist to make 
customers in Pakistan fully equipped 
with knowledge, technology & innovation 
and helping them to be successful & 
sustainable in producing local products 
as per international standards”.

Hydrosol GmbH & Co. KG 
headquartered in Ahrensburg near Hamburg, Germany, 
is a fast-growing international supplier of food stabilisers, 
with subsidiaries around the world. Its specialists develop 
and produce tailor-made stabiliser systems for dairy 
products, ice cream and desserts, delicatessen foods, and 
ready meals, as well as meat, sausage, and fish products. 

The company also supplies solutions 
for beverages. With its  international 
network of 16 affiliates and numerous 
qualified foreign representatives, the 
company is represented in the world's 
key markets. As a subsidiary of 
the independent, owner-operated Stern-
Wywiol Gruppe with a total of twelve 
sister companies, Hydrosol can make 
use of many synergies. The company 
has access to the knowledge of some 
100 R&D specialists and to the extensive 
applications technology of the large 
Stern-Technology Center in Ahrensburg, 
Germany. It also benefits from shared 
production facilities and the Group's 
own logistics resources, so it can offer 
customers a high degree of flexibility and 

innovation capabilities. The Stern-Wywiol Gruppe is one of 
the world's most successful international suppliers of food 
& feed ingredients. Some of the successes made in Pakistan 
with Hydrosol Stabilizers for manufacturing of Vegetable 
Base Whipping Cream, Pizza Topping Cheese and Enhancing 
Taste & Mouthfeel of Dairy Milk.

HYdROSOl dEvElOP ANd PROdUcE 
cUSTOMiZEd STABiliSiNG & 
TExTURiNG SYSTEMS FOR FOOd

ABdUl wAHEEd SHAikH 
Sales Director Pakistan  Hydrosol GmbH & Co. KG, 

AdvERTORiAl






